
Education Information

      

Funding for Education

There are many government programs that can help you fund your education.  Listed below are several of the more common funding options for different levels of education and training.  I have also included several non-governmental resources for your review.  

    -  Federal Student Aid (FSA), an office of the U.S. Department of Education, provides nearly 70% of student aid under Loans, Grants and Work/study programs.  Funding is available to all need-based applicants; and some loans and competitive scholarships for non need-based.  Click here for FSA’s student aid booklet  or contact FSA at 1-800-4-FED-AID.
    -  Not all schools participate in all FSA programs. Ask the financial aid administrator at your school about the programs that are available.
    -  Among FSA’s most visible and essential services are the development, distribution, and processing of the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) (www.fafsa.ed.gov ), the fundamental qualifying form used for all federal and government-guaranteed commercial lenders' programs—as well as for many state, regional and private student aid programs. By filling out the online or paper FAFSA, applicants start the process of qualifying for aid.
    -    Grants  are a type of financial aid that doesn’t have to be repaid. Generally, grants are for undergraduate students and the grant amount is based on need, cost of attendance, and enrollment status. 
    -  Pell Grants awarded for the 2008-09 award year (July 1, 2008 to June 30, 2009) was a maximum of $4,731. For the 2009-10 award year (July 1, 2009 to June 30, 2010) the maximum award was $5,350.
    -    Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grants will range from $100 to $4,000
    -  Academic Competitiveness Grant and the National Science and Mathematics Access to Retain Talent Grant (National SMART Grant) are two new federal grants. Click  here for additional information. 
    -  The TEACH Grant is available starting with the 2008-2009 school year. Click  here for information on the program

    -  Loans  are borrowed money that must be repaid with interest. Both undergraduate and graduate students may borrow money. Maximum loan amounts depend on the student's year in school. Parents may also borrow to pay education expenses for dependent undergraduate students. Graduate and professional students are now eligible to borrow under the PLUS Loan Program up to their cost of attendance minus other estimated financial assistance.
    -  Federal Stafford Loans  are made to students and PLUS Loans are made to parents  and 
graduate/professional students  through two loan programs
    -  William D. Ford Federal Direct Loan (Direct Loan) Program: Eligible students and parents borrow directly from the federal government at participating schools. Direct Loans include Direct Stafford Loans, and Direct Unsubsidized Stafford Loans, Direct PLUS Loans, and Direct Consolidation Loans
    -  Federal Perkins Loans  are offered by participating schools to provide low-interest loans to students who demonstrate the most need
    -  Loans for Disadvantaged Students :  Need-based, competitive program. Must be enrolled in and apply for aid to participating school of allopathic, osteopathic, podiatric, veterinary medicine, dentistry, optometry, or pharmacy. 
    -  Health Professions Student Loans :  Need-based, competitive program. Must apply for aid to participating schools and pursue degree in dentistry, optometry, pharmacy, or podiatric or veterinary medicine. 
    -  Primary Care Loans : Need-based, competitive program. Must pursue degree in allopathic or osteopathic medicine and apply for aid to participating schools.
    -  Nursing Student Loans : Need-based, competitive program. Must pursue diploma, associate, baccalaureate or graduate degree in nursing and apply for aid to participating schools.
    -  Work-study   lets you earn money while enrolled in school to help pay for education expenses.
    -  For more information from the U.S. Department of Education, visit: http://studentaid.ed.gov/students/publications/lsa/index.html  or call the Federal  Student Aid Information Center at 1-800-433-3243

 

    -    Ways to Receive Assistance Through Public Service  Federal assistance programs seek to encourage people to work in geographic areas or professions where there's a particular need; encourage underrepresented groups to enter a particular profession; and provide aid in exchange for services provided.
    -  The Health Resources & Services Administration (HRSA), of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, offers Financial Aid programs to assist those entering the health professions. They offer scholarships, loans, and/or loan repayment for students pursuing a variety of medicinal degrees and health professions and students from disadvantaged backgrounds. All of their programs can be found at http://bhpr.hrsa.g
ov/dsa/ . HRSA’S three programs related to loan repayment assistance are listed in the 
Student Loan Repayment section of the website.  
    -  Scholarships
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    -  National Health Service Corps : Competitive program. Must be enrolled in accredited physician, family nurse practitioner, nurse-midwifery, physician assistant or dental program.
    -  Nursing Scholarship Program : Need-based, competitive program. Must be enrolled in accredited R.N. training program. 
    -  Scholarships for Disadvantaged Students : Need-based, competitive program. Must be enrolled in and apply for aid to participating health professions program. 
    -  Serve America Act ( http://www.nationalservice.gov/about/ser
veamerica/ ) - On April 21, 2009, President Barack Obama signed the Edward M. Kennedy Serve America Act at an elementary school in Washington DC. The Serve America Act reauthorizes and expands national service programs administered by the Corporation for National and Community Service (CNCS), a federal agency created in 1993. The Corporation engages four million Americans in result-driven service each year, including 75,000 AmeriCorps members, 492,000 Senior Corps volunteers, 1.1 million Learn and Serve America students, and 2.2 million additional community volunteers mobilized and managed through the agency’s programs. 
    -  Included in the Serve America Act is the Silver Scholarship Program  which provides a $1,000 education award, to be used for continuing education, to individuals over the age of 55 who complete over 350-500 hours of service in one year, carrying out projects of national need.  This program will help close the gap between our nation’s shortage of mentors and the millions of children and young adults in need of guidance and direction. Click here for more information. 

    -    The Science, Mathematics And Research for Transformation (SMART) Scholarship for Service Program has been established by the Department of Defense (DOD) to support undergraduate and graduate students pursuing degrees in the Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) disciplines. The program aims to increase the number of civilian scientists and engineers working at DOD laboratories. The 2010 SMART Scholarship application will be open August 15, 2009 through December 15, 2009.  Please visit 
http://www.asee.org/fellowships/smart/  for more information.    
    -  Military Academies  are educational institutions which prepare candidates for service in the officer corps of the Army, the Navy, Air Force or Coast Guard. They provide education in a service environment, instructing students in military-style education, discipline and tradition.  Three types of academies exist: high school-level institutions awarding academic qualifications, university-level institutions awarding bachelor's degree level qualification, and those preparing officer cadets for commissioning into the armed services. Military academies can be classified as private institutions or have government sponsorship from regional or national government.  The colleges operated by the U.S. Federal Government are:
    -  U.S. Air Force Academy
    -  U.S. Coast Guard Academy
    -  U.S. Merchant Marine Academy
    -  U.S. Military Academy
    -  U.S. Naval Academy

 

    -  Military Tuition Assistance (TA): The Armed Forces offer soldiers, sailors, marines, guardsman, and airmen several programs to support their education goals including up to 100% Tuition Assistance for college courses taken during off-duty hours. Armed Forces Tuition Assistance (TA) is a benefit paid to eligible members of the Army, Navy, Marines, Air Force, and Coast Guard. Congress has given each service the ability to pay up to 100% for the tuition expenses of its members.  Each service has its own criteria for eligibility, obligated service, application processes and restrictions. This money is usually paid directly to the institution by the individual services.  TA is not a loan; it should be viewed as money you have earned just like your base pay.  Click here    for more information.
    -  Other Federal Funding Options:State Resources
    -  Catalogue for Federal Domestic Assistance provides a full listing of the over 1,800 programs administered by Federal departments and agencies. 
    -  Michigan State University Libraries offer  financial aid or scholarships information for students. Using this resources, you may search for grants by fields or levels of study, or for different ethnic or population groups.
    -  "Congressional" scholarships are named for a Member of Congress or other prominent individual and are merit-based and highly competitive.  Members of Congress do not  play a role in selecting recipients
    -  Tax Incentives for Higher Education, such as the Hope and Lifetime Learning Credit, may be accessed through the IRS website . The tax code provides a variety of tax incentives for families who are saving for, or already paying, higher education costs or are repaying student loans.
    -  The Federal Trade Commission FTC Consumer Alert provides resources to educate students and parents about scholarship and financial aid scams  

    -  The Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE) provides information, resources, and technical assistance on educational matters to schools and residents. 
    -  Pennsylvania Department of Education

Dr. Gerald L. Zahorchak, Secretary of Education
333 Market Street
Harrisburg, PA 17126-0333
Phone: (717) 787-5820
Fax: (717) 787-7222
TTY: (717) 783-8445
Email: 00admin@state.pa.us
Website: http://www.pde.state.pa.us/
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    -  Pennsylvania Higher Education Assistance Agency (PHEAA) is a state agency that provides information on college/career planning resources, grants, scholarships, and other financial aid for college students from the state, including federally-supported state programs such as Byrd scholarships.  Click here  for PHEAA’s student aid booklet or contact:
    -  James L. Preston

President and Chief Executive Officer
Pennsylvania Higher Education Assistance Agency (PHEAA)
1200 North Seventh Street
Harrisburg, PA 17102-1444
Phone: (717) 720-2800

    -  Christine Zuzack
Vice President of State Grants and Special Programs
Pennsylvania Higher Education Assistance Agency (PHEAA)
1200 North Seventh Street
Harrisburg, PA 17102-1444
Phone: (717) 720-2800
Toll-Free: (800) 692-7392
Toll-Free Restrictions: U.S. and Canada
Fax: (717) 720-3914
TTY: (800) 654-5988
Email: granthelp@pheaa.org  or cduzack@pheaa.o

rg
Website: http://www.pheaa.org/

    -  Michael Robinson, M.S.
Assistant Regional Director
Pennsylvania Higher Education Assistance Agency (PHEAA)-Regional Office
215 South Broad Street, 2nd Fl.
Philadelphia, PA 19107
Phone: (215) 735-2877
Email:  mrobinso@pheaa.org
Territory: Delaware, Chester, Philadelphia Counties. 

    -  Community Colleges    are a valuable asset to the educational system. The 14 Community Colleges in Pennsylvania provide the opportunity to begin or continue an education in diverse fields of study. Community Colleges are committed to offering access to the resources that encourage lifelong learning.

    -  State System of Higher Education  (PASSHE) is the largest provider of higher education in Pennsylvania with an enrollment of over 112,500 students. The 14 universities in the system are committed to student success and educational quality. 

    -  State Related Institutions: There are four state related universities in the Commonwealth, Pennsylvania State University , 
Temple University , 
University of Pittsburg , and 
Lincoln University .  
    -  Private Schools Across Pennsylvania, more than three hundred privately licensed higher education schools are in operation. These schools provide endless opportunities and possibilities through diverse program offerings. 

Other Helpful Resources

 3 / 4

http://pheaa.org/pdf/Student_Aid_Guide.pdf 
mailto:granthelp@pheaa.org
mailto:cduzack@pheaa.org
mailto:cduzack@pheaa.org
http://www.pheaa.org/
http://www.pacommunitycolleges.org/
http://www.passhe.edu/
http://www.psu.edu/
http://www.temple.edu/
http://www.pitt.edu/
http://www.lincoln.edu/
http://www.pdehighered.state.pa.us/higher/cwp/browse.asp?a=5&bc=0&c=22735&higherNav=%7C3016%7C&higherNav=%7C1975%7C1940%7C


Education Information

    -  edNA can be used to find name, address, administrator, and related information about the educational entities that the Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE) serves. These entities include school districts and their schools, intermediate units, area vocational technical schools, charter schools, nonpublic and private schools, higher education institutions, and many more.
    -  Tuition Reimbursement/Tuition RemissionPrograms provide eligible employees with the opportunity to obtain, maintain, or improve their professional capabilities through participation in courses of study at accredited colleges and universities and at accredited organizations specializing in job and career related training.  You should contact your employer to find out if this is offered where you work.
    -  e-Scholar is a resource including Jobs, Internships, Scholarships, Fellowships, Grants, Apprenticeships and Cooperative Education within the Federal Government linking the educational opportunities available to students from high school through the doctorate level and career professionals. Their goal is to simplify the process of finding educational opportunities and to assist Federal agencies in attracting talented professionals. 
    -  Mapping Your Future is a national collaborative, public-service, nonprofit organization providing career, college, financial aid, and financial literacy services for students, families, and schools.
    -  College Board Scholarship Search  The College Board offers programs and services in college admissions, guidance, assessment, financial aid, enrollment, and teaching and learning.  Known for their College Search, they also offer this Scholarship Search.
    -  FastWeb   scholarship search provider recommended by over 16,000 high schools and 3,600 colleges.
    -  Michigan State University Libraries This compilation focuses primarily on funding opportunities for individuals, such as financial aid or scholarships for students, rather than funding for nonprofit organizations.
    -  The National Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators (NASFAA ) (202-785-0453) supports financial aid professionals at colleges, universities, and career schools. NASFAA is the only national association with a primary focus on student aid legislation, regulatory analysis, and professional development for financial aid administrators.  For more information, visit 
Cash for College or 
You Can Afford It .
    -  FinAid    was established in the fall of 1994 as a public service. This award-winning site is a source for student financial aid information, advice and tools -- on or off the web.  FinAid for parents .
    -  SallieMae’s College Answer  website has information for Students, Parents, and Counselors for preparing for, selecting, applying, and paying for a college or university.  Under the Paying tab, you can view detailed information on education savings plans, school costs, ways to pay for college, scholarships, and the entire student financial aid process. 
    -  Section 529  plans are prepaid tuition and college savings ("Section 529") plans. The College Savings Plans Network (www.collegesavings.org ) is a national non-profit association dedicated to making college more accessible and affordable for families. The web site which provides detailed information about 529 college savings plans allows you to compare plans from around the country in order to help you find the plan that best meets your long-term needs and financial goals. 

Targeted Aid for Special Groups 

    -  Minority Students: Grants for Minorities
    -  The Rockefeller Brothers Fund  also supports full-time undergraduates of color that wish to pursue a master’s of education while teaching in public elementary or secondary schools.
    -  African Americans:  Scholarships  for Students
    -  Disabled students: HEATH Resource Center
    -  Foreign students: Financial Aid for International Students
    -  Hispanic Americans: Scholarships
    -  Law Students: Financial Aid for Law School
    -  Medical students: Association of American Medical Colleges
    -  Native Americans: American Indian College Fund
    -  Study abroad (for U.S. and non-U.S. citizens): International Financial Aid
    -  Veterans: Check out Education Benefits  or visit the Veterans page of our website for Veteran-specific education questions or the Military Tuition Assistance above.
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